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niggardly beggars, who lived in unheated houses without running water and
electricity, who lived on remains of food they found in garbage bins! Such, one
can say slept on money and died of hunger! Why thus? It is a natural fact that
whoever loves a thing it is harder for that person to relinquish it! Once a person
falls in love with a

thing, something blinds him/her! He/she loses common sense, but not only,
frequently, a person loses his/her mind! Avaricious person pushes everyone and
everything away from himself/herself except money! That is his/her only love!
Love above everyone and love above everything! From this possession he/she
does not want to diminish one iota, one tiny crumb! The poor thing his heart
bleeds when he has to give out something! He prefers to suffer hunger and thirst,
he prefers to walk in torn or patched up clothes as though he were a hooligan,
from coast to coast. He denies himself everything even in sickness; he doesn’t
want to go to the doctor because it costs money! Let’s move on! If such a
niggardly person denies himself so many things, can you imagine how he treats
his neighbor! The measure of love for the neighbor is the great love for oneself!
That is God’s commandment “You shall love your neighbor as yourself!”

How can he love his neighbor if he does not love himself?! His whole love is
concentrated on possessions, is limited to his money! He looks at a poor person
with disgust, aversion and contempt! Being insensitive to his own needs, his heart
is stony toward his neighbor! You needn’t believe me but believe that what says
St. John, the golden-mouthed. Who loves riches, he will not only not love his
enemies, but he will even consider his friends as enemies! What am | saying about
friends when the inborn ties are denied by those who in some way are entwined
with avarice and greed! The avaricious person does not have blood ties! Does not
know what love is. Does not respect age! Perhaps it isn’t so? The strongest inborn
ties are those between parents and children, brothers and sisters! Poverty and
misfortune could tighten these ties, but envy, jealousy and hate can loosen them,
or break them completely. We often say that this or that family fell apart. Nothing
breaks these ties so frequently nothing does them more harm than avarice and
niggardliness! When these two take abode in one’s house, when they nest there,
then peace, agreeableness, love, disappear. Quarrels, arguments and hatred take
place. On further sad scenes I'll draw the curtain! Avaricious person, because he
does not acknowledge the commandment of love of neighbor, will not help
anyone even if he could do it without detriment to himself! That stony, hard heart
cannot be moved by any impoverishment. With him, no one will find grace,
neither the orphan nor a widow, nor an elderly person! In his eyes all of these are
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just parasites, deadbeats, wasteful people! For charitable purposes, merciful acts
he might consider, simply because of human respect and people’s opinion, he
might throw something in, but only that which falls off his chin! For church needs,
not a penny. Those who attend church should give to the church. He doesn’t go
there. Avarice and niggardliness are born of pride. Avarice produces other vices.
St. Basil confirms this, he wrote: Avarice for possessions fills the forest with
bandits, houses with thieves, families with dissatisfaction; warehouses and
markets with frauds, houses of the innocents with poverty and destitution, the
eyes of orphans with tears, widow with a broken heart, prisons with murderers,
hell with the condemned!” Avaricious person is a liar, a cheat! He lies when he is
buying, cheats when he sells. He does all this for his own benefit! Avarice opens
wide road to cheating, stealing, dishonesty! For avarice workers cheat their
employers, naturally they do this in secret convincing themselves that this is not a
sin, because they do not receive that is due to them, then for this same avarice
the employers reduce the workers’ pay which lawfully belongs to them! Avarice
leads to usury, to the use of people, to harm the weak, the helpless. | don’t think
I have to remind you of depression, the years 1932 and 1933, when the poor
people lost their homes, their farms all farming and home equipment! This was
national avarice hiding under the cover of arch-patriotism!”

Listen how the Apostle of the Nations reprimands us: “We did not bring anything
into this world, so naturally we cannot take with us at the end!” Even if you had
Thousands, millions, death will not allow us to take even a few cents! You will
leave everything behind! You will go into the next world without money, without
possessions, without riches! So, then, be humble, avoid pride. A humble person is
merciful, is lavish, is munificent! To such riches, possessions, money are a key to
heaven!
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| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus
Christ!

Years ago, when | was younger and more zealous, | can say this with a hand on my
heart, | was better. It happened that sometimes | had to help our missionary
priests with their missions or retreats. There was much to be done and
missionaries were few. Because of these missionary expeditions | used to meet
many people who had very interesting stories to tell, especially during the visits
to the sick who for ten, fifteen, or more years were confined to their bed! Despite
these sufferings, total weakness and complete helplessness, | saw peace-filled
faces that were spiritualized by pain and suffering, holy. From lips burned by
fever, | rarely heard tart words, laments or bitter agreeing with the will of God;
but frequently inspiring words like: “this too is the will of God! Jesus sent this
iliness so we must accept it!”; or “Jesus, too, suffered, | pray for patience and
happy death!” What strong characters! What inspiring posture! | left them
ashamed and humiliated. How weak, how unsteady my faith seemed in face of
theirs! But besides these beautiful examples of deep faith, | also met base,
miserable hearts, refuse, froth of humanity, moral bankrupts, who soul and body
sold themselves to the base desires to abuse to the hilt! Here | will give you just
one example: It was the first week of the holy mission. The pastor brought me a
list of the sick people | am to visit. | don’t remember today, the exact number of
the sick, but | know there were about twenty! In addition he gave me the address
of a family who lives in the better part of town, separated from the general group
of Poles! He explains that the family consists of husband and wife and both are in
their sixties; they do not attend the church or the Sacraments. The sick | already
visited. The next day in the afternoon the organist drove me to that family. This
section of the city: American aristocrats, first class residences. | rang the doorbell
The door was opened by an elderly woman, elegantly dressed, one could think
she just stepped out of the store’s display window of New York’s Fifth Avenue;
her face was very clouded, eyes shone with fie of anger, determination measuring
me suspiciously from head to toe! Her very thin lips were full of anger,
stubbornness and vengeance! The husband was not at home! The woman
probably was appraising me, and |, to tell the truth was evaluating her character
and value. She didn’t know whether to invite me in or tell me to go where | came
from. Eventually she decided to invite me. | entered beautifully furnished room
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which initially made a depressing impression on me! | felt torpor, stuffiness,
rigidity! We sat down. | told her who | was and why | came. You’ll hear the rest
about this meeting in today’s talk, which I titled

“From Pride to Avarice”

Madam, | lead the mission in the Polish church since Sunday. This morning |
visited the sick parishioners. The pastor of this parish told me that neither you nor
your husband, for many years now, do not attend the church. So | decided to visit
and talk with you. One cannot live like this! At this, the lady jumped up as though
a bee had stung her. She looked at me angrily and with hissing voice said: “Why
should we attend the church, why should we pray, when there is so much
disagreement and misunderstanding in the house! During the thirty two years we
do not speak with each other! During this time we didn’t exchange a word with
each other, not even “Good morning” or “Good night!” We do not know what it
means to celebrate Christmas or Easter! We avoid each other like a plague! We
cannot look at each other. My husband is a very proud man, a haughty man and

a covetous man! |, too, was a very ambitious woman. We wanted to become rich,
for we knew that money would pave the way to praise, recognition, admiration, it
would be easier for us to be on top in the social life. Thirty two years ago we were
arguing. In his anger my husband accused me of wastefulness, negligence in
giving out money, unnecessary extravagance, at all these accusations | became
very angry; we began to quarrel! He told me to close my mouth and stop excusing
myself. “Good” | thought. You told me keep quiet, | will until you ask for
forgiveness.” But he, too, is just as stubborn. I did not know how, and did not
want to humiliate myself. So this tomb like silence between us is lasting for thirty-
two years! We broke with each other, we broke with God, the Church and Faith! |
do not know how all this will end. He goes his way and | go mine. | do not have a
heart for my husband, any more. She told me all of this very flippantly, carelessly,
indifferently, coldly, and at the same time in her confession was hidden certain
hardness, certain arrogance, unapproachableness, which normally describes
people without faith. | felt and | realized that with this type not much can be
achieved, but | could try. | began to persuade, to explain even ask, but the result
was the same as throwing peas against a wall or shooting from a bow against the
modern bomb carrier! Unnerved, she finally exploded! Do not disturb yourself,
Father, and do not put your nose into our private business! You will not change
our relationship!” So, our meeting was futile! | understood that it is time for me
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to leave this theater in which for thirty-two years a tragedy was played out, such
that rarely is met in married life! Thirty-two years of silent hate, silent anger!
Returning to the rectory | thought of this marriage, actually about this married
hell and | became curious to know what end will it have? Not only that | had a
presentiment, but | felt deeply convinced, that it won’t be good! In less than four
months later | received a letter from the pastor of the parish, that this pair silent
for thirty-two years during their life together, is silent forever! They were
asphyxiated. Police found their bodies in separate bedrooms. Their tongues and
lips were horrendously bitten up! Police and the coroner could not determine
which of them opened the gas, he or she. It’s not important any more. It is worth
to add all their possessions were taken by the State since there were no progeny
or relatives! | doubt if anyone today remembers this couple. They were, and
nothing more! What was the reason for such an unhappy, almost inhuman life?!
Perhaps you have forgotten what that woman said to me when | just met her:
“My husband is a very proud man, arrogant and covetous! |, too, was a very
ambitious woman; we wanted to get rich for we knew that money would pave the
way, will make it easier to get to the top in social life! So here is your answer:
pride, covetousness! Pride, perhaps you have forgotten the title of this talk last
Sunday: “Be Good!”At the end of the talk | posed the question to all: Do you want
to be good?! Avoid pride! Put together two and two and you have the answer.
The proud person chases and desires material goods, titles, honors, praise,
regardless of means to obtain them, when he gets them he engrosses all his
attention, heart and soul! To such a one, one cannot speak about God,
commandments or neighbor! It is not important to him. Such a man we call
avaricious! In reality he is a professional glutton! Pride and covetousness are
twins, adopted sisters! Saint Jerome writes: “all sins age, only avariciousness
becomes younger with age!” People of both sexes and all stations in life give in to
avariciousness. We can even find avaricious people among the beggars as well as
among the rich! Why? To accumulate riches is a sign of prudence, many will tell
you, a sign of care for the future! They seem to forget of the dangers
accompanying the accumulation! The Holy Scriptures remind us of this with this
warning: “There is nothing worse than the love of money, for such will sell you his
soul! Avarice is such a general evil, but especially, because who has money is the
Lord and can get everything! Just as Ecclesiastes noted: “everything is obedient to
money.” That is why Skarga called in his sermon before the meeting of the diet.
(Seym) He said: “Avarice seems to be the key to every happiness and pleasure”.
Perhaps some of you may be thinking that someone who has a home, some land,
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a car is a miser and avaricious person. This not only | am not saying, but it has not
even occurred to me. One can be rich and desire riches, but not sin. It is one thing
to be rich and quite another to be avaricious. There were people who were rich,
but were free from avarice. They funded churches, convents, hospitals, homes for
the aged, orphanages! There were and there are people who are pious and God-
fearing and merciful. There were, are and will be heartless, avaricious and

cruel beggars! Avarice is dependent on the will and heart not on what you have or
possess! Then again, just to be certain, | turn to the learned theologians, so that
you cannot say that | preach some modernistic principles or modernistic theories!
This is what they teach not every desire for money or material goods is avarice!
Those who wish to make their lot better, to add to what they already have, so
that they make better life for themselves and their family that one doesn’t sin
yet! Actually, it is a serious duty of theirs, to work diligently and live frugally to
assure for themselves and their families decent living conditions and so as not to
be a burden to anyone in their old age. Whoever applies himself diligently to work
and avoids unnecessary expenses, dresses modestly and is satisfied with ordinary
meals, stays away from expensive entertainment year in and year out, he is really
thrifty and not avaricious! So, then, what is avarice? It is inordinate desire and
love of earthly goods! When an individual wants more than he already has or
needs! Majority of people chase and accumulate earthly goods not because they
need them but because they accumulate unnecessarily. Avaricious person can be
compared to a barrel without the bottom which can never be filled. Or he can be
compared to fire, the more wood you put into it the more it devours! Avaricious
person wants, and goes about getting them with solicitude and fear! Again, you
can try and think about how best to conduct one’s business and how best to
benefit without being unjust. But the avaricious man is not satisfied with this! He
is full of unrest. Disturbance, solicitude; the desire for money burns within him
and fills his thoughts day or night. He goes to bed at night with that thought on is
mind and gets up in the morning with that thought. He can’t even pray peacefully
and with concentration! The thought of money torments him! When he gets an
advance at work he jumps from joy! When things go his way, he becomes sad,
and walks about like a roaring lion, looking whom he can devour! Finally, one
inordinately desires money and other material goods who in the chase after them
neglects his spiritual duties or allows injustice to seep into his actions! “You
cannot serve God and mammon!” reprimanded the Lord! Avaricious man is
constantly of making his gain larger! He has no time or the will to think of the
good of his soul! He omits his prayers because that is not important. He attends
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Church only twice a year. Even a pair of horses could not drag him to confession!
He convinces himself that it’s not worth to be so taken up with God’s matters!
God is merciful, God is love, God is patient! But he forgot to add that God is also
just! Itis not worth to fill one’s head with worry about eternity, because it is so far
off. He forgot to say that Christ called: “Be awake and pray, because you do not
know the day or the hour!” Such a one has only one problem, one concern, which
has pervaded his whole being: to multiply his property. Avaricious person, as the
connoisseurs affirm has a rubbery, elastic, uncertain and wobbly conscience. It
doesn’t concern itself with law, with justice or conscience. He chokes the voice of
conscience, silences or rejects the scruples, only to gain more money! Again I'll
cite the words of a theologian: If he is a judge he’ll allow himself to be bribed; if
he is a lawyer he’ll conduct the process unjustly; if he is a doctor he’ll drag out the
healing; if he is a merchant he will either overweigh or not measure enough! How
much harm is done in the families, where the parents are dying or are dead. So
many families turn and become lily love like wild animals! Who insult each other
with all kinds of names or with calumnies! This is the sign of extreme avarice!
When | speak of avaricious people | mean those who stretch their hands to have
more than they already have, and those who inordinately love what they already
acquired or call their own! Such avarice has a

special name: stinginess and niggardliness. The Poles spoke about a stingy person:
that he wanted to hang himself because he lost a dollar, but not to pay some
pennies for the rope he stole it and in secret hanged himself! We all unanimously
agree that property and riches are God'’s gifts, that’s why we call them goods! We
cannot get along without money, because without money we cannot prosper, but
with money we can buy whatever we want and I’'m sure you will be surprised
when I'll say that under certain circumstance you can even buy heaven! How's
that? You will ask? By giving alms, by sacrifices for didn’t the Lord say: “Whatever
you do for the poor, the sick, the neglected, you did it for me”? And so you can
see money can be respected, and to a certain extent you can love money, not for
money itself, but for the benefits which can be had. Avaricious and stingy person
loves money inordinately, he doesn’t love it because they are the means to satisfy
his and his family’s needs, especially in older age, or to do good to others who are
less fortunate or to support charitable works and institutions; he loves money
only because having it makes him happy. Full, well packed purse, bank book,
mattress filled with green papers, that’s his god, that’s his heaven, his happiness
and his life! But what the life is like of an avaricious person? Perhaps you didn’t
and don’t know any such people who left thousands of dollars but lived like




